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has been made for editing. They can,

however, can be transferred to a PC

via FTP (the archaic WS-FTP works

well, although more recent

programs like SmartFTP could

also be used) or via the web

interface (enter the unit’s IP

address into a web browser). In

doing so, we discovered that the SRP2100

records additional data (such as the PMT PIDs of other
channels in the same multiplex). As a result more HDD
space is consumed than is necessary. The
aforementioned web interface also allows you to check
on system information (recordings currently in progress,
available HDD space), add/modify/delete timers or
transfer multimedia files from the PC.

On which subject, the onboard multimedia playback
features — which live in the main menu’s ‘entertainment’
option - rank among the best we've come across. The
SRP2100 is compatible with a good range of file formats,
including DivX/XviD, JPEG (complete with slideshow) and
MP3. We also discovered that it will play hi-def x.264/mkv
content which, to our knowledge, is a first for a
multimedia satellite receiver. However, MPEG-2 files
won't play — odd, considering that’s how standard-def TV
is broadcast in the UK. In addition, the files need to be
transferred via USB/SATA, FTP or the web interface. Given
the Ethernet capabilities, we would have appreciated an
inbuilt networked media client able to stream content
stored on networked storage (NAS) or PCs. We hope this
feature will be added in a future firmware update.

However, the SRP2100 is able to stream some content
—front ShoutCast internet radio and YouTube. For
YouTube you're given a choice of the site’s most popular
clips. However, the ability to search for clips by name is
also provided.

Multimedia options include weather forecast feeds,
Flickr photo browsing and a‘Battle Tank’ game which is
the only included application to make use of the
supplied keyboard.

Performance

As it's a high-end receiver you would expect the SRT2100
to deliver in audio-visual terms — and it largely doesn't
disappoint. Tuning into the BBC HD channel with a
Samsung Full HD LCD TV reveals that picture and sound
quality are more than a match for our reference Sky HD
box, with pristine detail and colour fidelity. Going from a
HD channel to a SD one yields the expected drop in
quality, although the magnitude of the drop depends on
the channel in question — some of the lower-rung
channels suffer from noticeable artifacting. That was with

1080i upscaling;

the apparent bug

mentioned earlier means that we

couldn't pass standard-def channels to the component
or HDMI outputs in their original (576i) state. Similarly,
we were also unable to assess the quality of the RGB
Scart output although S-video yielded excellent results.

At the other end of the quality scale YouTube clips
looked worse than even the lowest-bitrate satellite
broadcast. That's par for the course, though.

One cannot complain about the sound, whether from
TV/radio channels or well-encoded high-bitrate MP3 files.
Having said that, the cooling fan can be quite intrusive
on occasions. The photo playback function is welcome,
but the obvious drop in detail suggests that multi-
megapixel pics are internally downscaled to standard
definition before being upscaled.

The Topfield SRT2100 isn't the fastest receiver we've
tested when it comes to searching, but it’s far from the
slowest. A full-service scan of the preset Astra
transponders found over 800 DVB-S/52 TV channels and
radio stations in just over six minutes.

Sensitivity-wise, the SRT2100 was judged to be better
than average - it was able to provide usable results from
some weaker transponders. Switching between channels
is responsive, unless your dish has to move to another
satellite (which it does automatically if necessary) l
Martin Pipe

Does the keyboard mean that
e-mailing is on its way?

Verdict

Overall, this is a truly superb receiver with all the
features a user could want - hi-def, PVR, media
playback and online functionality. Yet it's not
perfect. The lack of blind search will disappoint
enthusiasts, but the excellent sensitivity and
recording features are a‘boon’for feed-hunters. We
hope that the bugs we experienced will be
addressed, and that more is made of the online
capabilities. We also hope that features like
networked AV playback and iPlayer streaming will
be added in due course.
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The receiver’s extensive multimedia capabilities
include broad format support and web streaming
of popular services such as YouTube and Flickr
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YouTube videos can be played in full-screen
and browsed under categories including most
viewed, most discussed and top favourites

Topfield’s FTP interface makes transferring files
to a networking PC pretty painless (thereis a
4GB file size limit). Other FTP apps can be used

October 2009 What Satellite & Digital TV 97

10/9/09 1:37:11 pm



